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appeared, 


IN the 080 of Wedneſday Odober 371. 5 


and ſeveral other London Papers of the preceding 
day, the following Note fiom Mr. Grattan 


. 4 TWICKENHAM, OcToBer 29. 
% To the nonſenſical and falſe charge againſt Mr. 
GRATTAN, in a publiſhed reſolution of the Guild of 
Merchants of Dublin, affecting moſt untruely to found 
- Itſelf on legal evidence, to which falſehood and folly 
they have ſet the Seal of their Corporation, Mr. 
GRATTAN only obſerves, that the charge is falſe and 
nonſenſical ; he adds, that the remote and unſupport- ; 1 
ed charge againſt him, contained in the ſtatement of | 
the evidence before the Committee of the Iriſh Houſe 
of Lords is in every material part totally without 
foundation.” | _ 


SFP 


The following Letter appeared in the London Courier of the gth 


November, inſtant ;—and alſo in the SUN and ORACLE of the 
following Day :—As it has excited much curioſity and con- 
verſation, reſpecting a Gentleman, whoſe political fame has 


at different times experienced very oppoſite viciſſitudes in popu - 


lar eftimation, the Fublither feels that he ſhall fatisfy a very ge- 
neral wiſh, by ling! it in this form before the public. . 3 


Torhk EDITOR OF THE COURIER. 


SIR, fs 


; I Res0&rT to your Paper to communicate a letter 
to certain deſcripiious of perſons in Ireland, who 


have been extremely buſy in their attacks on me, 


and who deſerve vot abſolute fence, nor yet 
much notice. 


1 chooſe to begin with that 5025 which I re- 
ſpect moſt, the Merchants; and were thoſe per- 


ſons uſing the name of that Corporation the mer- 
cantile body of Dublin, I ſhould be ſorry indeed; 
_e becauſe 5 allow that the whole body, march. 


” PID oe ie — ama, _ 0 _ 


Ez 


— - 


:- 
— 


as [ reſpeſt them, could by a ſcandalous proceed- 
ing, bear down my ehara der, but becauſe | ould 


be afflicted that by ſuch a procceving they had 


forfeited their own. 1 feel my ſelf ſo linked and 


connedted with every thing which belongs to the 
great body of the People of Ireland, that a com- 
prehenſive del :ripiion ofthem could not, by auy 
injuſtice, diigrace elf, without inv olving their 


natural friend and advocate in their degradation. 


Happy am I, however, that the perſons in queſ- 


tion are no more the merchants of Dublin than 


they are che People of Ireland; on the contrary, 
that they are an inconſiderable gathering, 5 


ed by what folly or faction I care not, who. have, 


in the charge againſt me, uttered not only what 
cannot be true, but what is recorded to be falſe: 
they have ſaid, that they have legal evidence that 


[ was concerned in the late Rebellion, and the 
only matter they could have had before them was 
the Report of the Conmittee of the [riſh L ors, 


v hich is no legal evidenee of any charge what 


er er againſt. me; and which, if it were, ot 
evidence of that crine—ſo that thoſe men, e 5 


themſelves the Guild of Merchants of Dublin, 
have allorted, publiſhed, and fealed, a ſelf comvid- 

ell falſehood. I lament to be forced to uſe ſuch 
words, and yer they are the milde l words of h a 


coud 1 act 
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| conduct deſerves, ind muſt be urderſtood by. 
thein aud applied to them in a ſenſe the moſl un- 
meaſured, and the moſt unqualibed, 


- To the Corporation of Dublin l wiſh to lay a 
word: I bey are not the Citizens of Dubliu 
they are not even 2 conſiderable part of them, 
and they never ſpoke their ſpirit nor their ſenti- 
ments; ; but as they have the honour of apper- 
raiving to the City, they are entitled to a degree 
of attention; and the beſt method of ſhewing it, 
18 by adviſing them to be leſs fond of diſplaying 
themſelves on every occaſion. There are caſes 
where their exert ions are proofs of their folly, 


and where their repoſe would be an argument of 


their wiſdom. All Miniſters, all men ia power, 


; all clerks, and the whole mob and rabble of the 
Court, have been io ſweltered with their charms, 
that it now requires a more than popular appe- 
13 to encounter their embraces ; but very lit- 
tle ſhare of philoſophy to endure their diſpleaſure. 
They ever wait on the wink of power to praiſe cr 
perſecute, and to blemith a reputation by urjuſt 
calumup, or unmeauing panegyric, With rei- 
pect to them—wich refyeR to the other Corpora- 
tions- vith reſpect to all perſons adopiing ſimi- 
lar proceedings, [ am inclined to auribute much 
less to ma! ice, an] much more to folly—a good. 


deal 
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deal to influence—a good deal i” ietvtuy, and 
to chat low, 1:apotent perſecuting |, ric, by wich 


the ſlaviſh mind ſhews its devotiou « ac LUC c £pcuce 
— 


of 3 its underſtanding. 


I ought not to be angry with theſe men, be- | 
cauſe I am one of the few of his Majeſty's ſub- 


jets, whom their charges, even if they were 
echoed as they are reprobated by my country, 


could not aſſect, and who might receive a thou- 


ſand ſuch ſhafis on the ſhield of character, not 


With indignation, not wich contempt, but with 


calm and poimed forgi veneſs, the reſult of a proud 
ſuperiority, founded on my ſervices and their in- 


Juſtice. To be angry with ſuch men were to be 
degraded. On the ſubjeſt of the charge I will 
make no explanation to them. I have ſaid thus 
much to them, and they deſerve much more; ; 
but I am not in the habit of reproaching any | 


portion of my Fellow-citizens : if their mortifi- 


cation were the wiſh of my heart, I would refer 
them ro the 1nvecuves of ſome of his Myelly 8 


Miniſters. 


Were it not robbing Heaven of their time, I. 


would ſay a few words to the Doctors. They 
have judged, they have condemned; ; but they. 
forgot to try, they forgot to Inquire. PFindaric 
Poetry I aumire ; yet, T defire not to be tried by 
Pigdaric Juſtice. But Divine men have privi- 
lezes over the moral order of things, and in the 


bol 
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holy way may ſpurn the vulgar bonds of equity, 
and pedant rules of evidence; perhaps the fable 
Buckler of Divinity is not always Court proof 


up and down, exalted and deteſted, his picture 


bigh, his perſon juſt not hanged ; mildneſs and 
Fitzwilliam; coercicn and torture—do I mention 
theſe things to condemn the learned Doctors? 
No. But may I congratulate the memory of mad 
Athens and tempeſtuous Rome, who find a pious 
ſhade caſt over their inſanities, by an example of 
more than Republican inconſtancy, in the in- 
ſtance of grave, orderly, regular ſolid, and moſt 
excellent Clergymen. I aſſu re them, I am not 


tbeir enemy, though they may be mine. But 


that is not the caſe with another deſcription of 
men, with whom I ſhould be aſhamed to diſ- 
courſe in the ſame tone of temper and moderation 
Al mean that Iriſh faction, which is the ſecret 
mover of all this calumny and all this injuſtice— 
they ſtand at the head of a bloody combination— 
I look on them as the cauſe of every evil that has 
of late fallen on their country. I proteſt I do not 
know a faction which, conſidering the very ſmall 
meaſure of their credit and ability, has done ſo 
much miſchief to their King and Country. They | 
oppoſed the reſtoration of the Conſtitution of Ire- 
land; they afterwards endeavoured to betray and 
undermine it ; they introduced a ſyſtem of cor- 
; ruption unknown in the annals of Parliament; 
Ph they 
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| they then proclaimed that corruption ſo loudly, 


fo ſcandalouſly, and ſo broadly, that one of them 
was oblige! to deny in one Houſe the notorious. 
expreſſions he had uſed i in another. T hey acom- 
panied theſe offcuces by an abominable petuſance 
of invective uitered from time io time againft the 
great body of the People of Ireland, and having. 


by ſuch proceedings and fuch diſcourſe loſt their 
aſſection, they reſorted to a ſyſtem of coercion to 
| ſupport a ſyſtem of torture aitendant on a conſpi- 
racy of which their crimes was the cauſe. And 


now their country diſplays a moſt extraordinary 


conteſt, where an Engliſhman at the head of its 
Government ſtruggles to ſpare the lriſh People, 


and an Iriſh factiou preſſes to ſlied their blood. 


I repeat it, I do not know a faction more dange- 


rous, more malignant, or more ſanguinary. 

lam ready to enter into a detail of all this: 
enough at preſent to ſay, that I have been forced 
to write thus much, becauſe I have no opportu- 


5 nity of vindication but the Prefs, and no Preſs 


but that of England. 
I ſhall conclude by alluring chat fagion, that 


I am apprized of their enmity, and ſhall wait to 
55 meet their boſlility ; hoping, however, that they 
may not be my judges, or their blood-hounds 
my Jury. At all events, if ſuch a fiction be per- 
mitted to dominate in Ireland, I had rather ſulfer 


by i its injuſtice than live under | its oppreſſion. 


8 BE Bur ar CRATTAN. 
Twickenham,” v. 9. | 
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